It is sometimes found that the residium is tough and leathery, and is removed by the operator in gelatinous flakes; at other times it is easily removed, and comes out in small fragments. These differences occur mainly from the character of the material that produces the decalcification. There are several materials that will dissolve this decalcareous matter. The tearing down of the teeth is an inverse operation to building them up. In building up, the organic is first formed, and next the inorganic. In decay, the first thing taken away is the inorganic, and then the organic. The bonds that hold the elements, constituents, together, are worth studying, and in studying these we learn something of the order of the process of decay.
The bonds that maintain the structural integrity of the teeth are : first, the vital, second, the chemical, and third, the mechanical; the latter depending upon the first two, as all mechanical manifestation is dependent upon chemical force 
